Oriya is encumbered with the drawback of an excessively awkward and cumbrous 
Written character. written character. This character is, in its basis, the same 
as Deva-nagari, but is written by the local scribes with a 
stylus on a talipot palm-leaf. These scratches are, in themselres, legible, but in order to 
make them more plain, ink is rubbed over the surface of leaf and fills up the furrows 
which form the letters. The palm-leaf is excessively fragile, and any scratch in the 
direction of the grain tends to make it split. As a line of writing on the long, narrow, 
leaf is necessarily in the direction of the grain, this peculiarity prohibits the use of the 
straight top line, or matra, which is a distinguishing characteristic of the Deva-na^^ari 
character. For this, the Orissa scribe is compelled to substitute a series of curves, which 
almost surround each letter. It requires remarkably good eyes to read an Oriya printed 
book, for the exigencies of the printing press compel the type to be small, and the 
greater part of each letter is this curve, which is the same in nearly all, while the real 
soul of the character, by which one is distinguished from another, is hidden in the centre, 
and is so minute, that it is often difficult to see At first glance, an Oriya book seems to 
be all curves, and it takes a second look to notice that there is something inside each.' 

' Sw BdAines' Comparative Qrammart Vol. i, pp. 63 and f., and Note* on the Language and Literature of Orissa by 
M* M. Qhakratsrti, ip iht Journal of tbt Asiatio Sooieij of Bengal, Vol. Ixri, Ft 1, 1897, p. %2% ^ 
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Alphabet- — The order and number of the Towela and consonants are the same 
inOriyaas in the other Aryan languages of India. The following is the system of 
transliteration adopted for this language : — 

VOWELS. 

(^ ru q fu 8 /w ^ lu <^ e ^ ai 
^6 iS^au «« aikg til ah. 

CONSONANTS. 

Q ka <3i kha Q ga q gha g* na 

O cha Q chha Q ja ^ jha % na 

i ta O {ha Q da c^ dha ^ na , 

9 ta el tha Q cf a ^ dha ff na 

pa €f pha 9 ba Q bha fl nta 

Q ya Q ja Q ra Q /a Q la 9 «?a 

Although, for the sake of completeness, the rowel signs Q fii, s .^w, and ^ /ii are 
included in the list of chamctcrs, they arc not used at all in ordinary Oriya. They are, 
howerer, required in transcribing Sanskrit grammatical works into the Oriya character, 
and in Sanskrit grammars written for the use of Oriyfi students. 

The forms of the vowels given above are the initials, and are used only at the 
beginning of a word or syllable j when subjoined to a consonant they take the following 
forms: — 

a (not expressed) a | , i^ , i 1 , ti s * ^, f» ^ » e Q$ ai c", o ci > ^^ cl. 
Thus Q ka, 9| M, § or ^ *i, «1 kl, ^ kit, Q^ku, Q kfu, qq ke, q§ ka% g»9| ko, 
Q^ kau. 

In using theee non-initial rowels, there are a few irregularities. 
I a is often combined with the curve of the consonant into one letter, thuscjl or ^ bha. 
When this occurs the form of the consonant is sometimes altered slightly, so as to prevent 
confusion with other letters. Thus cha is g, but cha is Qi or ^, the ^ being added in the 
second form to prevent confusion with fl ga. So Q ra becomes gA or Q 1% the tail of q. 
being transferred to the body of the letter. Similarly ^ la becomes ^| or Q la. 

As seen above, the sign, for i is often combined with the top curve as in § or Q ki. 
Moreover, this letter sometimes takes the form 4 as in H or ^ dhi and 9 or ^ thi. So the 
sign1 for % is sometimes combined with the consonant, as in q| or Q U, 
The sign for u is often written , as in the first specimen. 

When the consonant follows another with no vowel between, the two are, as in the 
Bengali and Deva-nagari alphabets, combined into one compound letter. In most cases the 
elements of the compound are easily distinguishable Q Wa % gdha ; but there are some in 
which the elements are so altered as to be with difficulty recognised. 
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The most commonly met with are the following :— 
(1) Nasals preceding other csoBSonants :*~ 

9* n usually takes the forms of two small circles written respectirely at the top right- 
hand comer and at the bottom left-hand comer of the letter with which it is combined, 
lilnii with Q ka it becomes ^ nka 



But 



«1P 



9f» 



iMn 



ft 



« kha „ 

9(* n 

<3 gha „ 
Q cha becomes 

5[ ehhn „ 

«i« ♦! 

* t<^ >t 

O ^Aa „ 

Qfl?» ft 

O^o », 

Qda »• 

n dha „ 
9tta 
Q pa 
Gtpha 
9 ba 
^bha 
$i ma 



if 
ft 
If 



Qfkgha 
% ncha 

9! njha 

^ itMa 

Qnda 

§^ndha 

^nna 

^mp 

f^mpha 

^ mba 

^mbha 

s^mma 



(2) Sibilants preceding other consonants :— 

Q $h with i fa becomes % tkia 
$9 <l t^a „ 



Hi 



fi 
ft 

99 



ei iha 

Q pha 



f> 



1 «^»<> 

g $tha 

j or 5^ «|?a 

I or ^$pha 



(3) Miscellaneous : — 

The letter q ya when following another consonant is written m btf the Hdi of the letter 
with which it is combined. Thus Om iya. 

When the letter 9 wa follows another letter it is always pronounced u>a (elsewhere 
it is always pronounced fta), and is written under the letter with which it is combined. 
Thus ^ 9voa> 

When the letter Q ra precedes a consonant it is written abme the letter with Jwhich 
it is combined. Thus ^rja. When It follows a consonant, it takes flie form and is 

written below, as in o dm. For kra and ira^ see below. 

3o 
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The compound 9tu takes the altogether anomalous form of % 
Q k with 9 ma hecomes ^ jbia 

„ Q or ^ A;r<i 

, G cheha 

f § chchha 

$ Hjf^a (which is pronounced and trant* 

litemted gpSt), 

Q ttha 
t ^tpa 

, O or ^ tra 

I jl ^f a 

, Q dda 

, Q diAa 

» C9 &cf a 

I ^ mha (which is pronounced and trans* 

literated mbha). 

As in Sanskrit and Bengali, the short Towel t:| a when it follows a consonant is not 
expressed, but is held to be inherent in eyery consonant unless its absence is specially 
indicated ; for instance 9 is ka^ not *. When the absence ot^a has to be noted, the 
mark ^ (called in Opya haaania) is used ; thus Q k, as shown in the above list of compound 
consonants. 

The sign , called chandra-bindu (i.e., moon and drop), indicates that a nasal sound 
is given to the vowel over which it stands as in *e(^ achhu^ we are. It is represented, in 
transliteration, by the sign f^ over the nasalized vowel. 

The characters for the numerals are these^ 

1 2 3 4 6 6 7 ^ Q A 





ft 


ara 


©cA 


>t 


Q cAa 




» 


{2<^AAa 


«i 


If 


t na 


0' 


s> 


^ta 




>» 


Utha 




t» 


npa 




f> 


Q.ra 




>f 


9 9a 




1* 


>» 


^da 




ft 


^ i2Aa 




n 


Q5Aa 


ap 


9f 


^ta 


96 


91 


^da 




»l 


^ha 
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